1987 

ANNUAL 
REPORT 


AUG  1 8  1388 

ARY 
1515E.6tb/\ 

HELENA   MONTANA  59520 


«$» 


PLEASE  RETURN 


Montana  State  Library 


3  0864   1005  0946  5 


***I  N  D  E  X*** 

SECTION  ONE:        (Buff  pages) 

Attorney  General's  Comment 

Chief  Administrator's  Comment 

Daily  Traffic  Picture 

Monthly  Economic  Loss  and  Statistics 
SECTION  TWO:         (White  pages) 

Summary  of  Fatal  Accidents 

Maps  of  Fatalities 

Special  Fatal  Studies 

Special  Truck/Truck  Tractor  Study 

Special  Speed  Study 
SECTION  THREE:       (Yellow  pages) 

Summary  and  Analysis  of  Statewide  Accidents 
SECTION  FOUR:        (Pink  pages) 

Summary  of  Statewide  Accidents  by  Trafficway 
SECTION  FIVE:        (Green  pages) 

Summary  of  Statewide  Motorcycle  Accidents 


Report  Prepared  By:     RECORDS  BUREAU 

MONTANA  HIGHWAY  PATROL 
HELENA,  MONTANA 


SECTION 


ONE 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2011  with  funding  from 

Montana  State  Library. 


http://www.archive.org/details/annualr1987mont 


STATE 

OF 

MONTANA 

ATTORNEY  GENERAL 
MIKE  GREELY 

JUSTICE  BUILDING.  215  N.  SANDERS.  HELENA,  MONTANA  59620 
TELEPHONE  (406)  444-2026 


Dear    Fellow    Montanans, 

It    is    tragic    that    234    deaths    occurred    on    Montana's    streets    and 
highways    in    1987.       However,    safety    belt    use    and    voluntary 
compliance    with    Montana's    traffic    laws    have    prevented    countless 
additional     fatalities. 

The    number    of   traffic    fatalities    in    Montana    has    declined 
dramatically    in    the   past   10   years.      Montana's    Highway    Patrol    and   our 
state's    other    law    enforcement    officers    deserve    great    credit    for    this 
decline.       Their    tough    enforcement    of   Montana's    drunk    driving    and 
other   traffic    laws    has    led    to   a    significant   reduction    in    the    number   of 
accident    fatalities.      The    new    mandatory    safety    belt    law    will    help 
reduce    fatalities    even    more    . 

But    Montana's    Highway    Patrol    is    not    solely    responsible    for    the 
improved    traffic    safety    on    our    state's    highways.       State    and   local    civic 
organizations    have    worked    closely    with    law    enforcement    agencies    to 
promote    safe    driving    habits    and    safety    awareness.       With    your 
continued    support,    I    am    confident    we    can    continue    to    reduce    traffic 
fatalities    in    our    state. 


Very    truly    yours, 


Department  of  lustice 
MONTANA  HIGHWAY  PATROL 

30)  ROBERTS.  HELENA.  MONTANA  SSf>20  (40f>)  444-3000 


Honorable  Mike  Greely 
Attorney  General 
Justice  Building 
215  North  Sanders 
Helena,  MT   59620 


Dear  Sir: 

To   you   and  the  citizens  of  Montana, 
1987  report  of  accident  analysis. 


I  respectfully  submit   this 


1987  made  great  demands  upon  the  Montana  Highway  Patrol.  Increases 
in  traffic,  drivers,  and  incidence  of  drinking  drivers  increased 
our  fatalities  by  5.4S». 

The   27*  increase  in  alcohol-related  traffic  accidents  in   Montana 

ended   a  five  year  decline,   even  though  the  Highway   Patrol   made 

more  DUI  arrests  than  during  1986  with  fewer  total  officers  on  our 

force.  The  drinking  driver  is  a  continuing  threat  to  Montana  mo- 
torists. 


Enforcement  of  the  seat  ^eit  xaw  wij.1  encourage  all  motorists  to 
protect  themselves  from  death  and  injury.  The  Patrol's  attention 
and  dedication  to  enforcement  of  the  seat  belt  law  along  with  the 
motoring  public's  compliance  should  help  to  save  lives  and  injur- 
ies, however,  the  drivers  who  need  seat  belt  protection  the  most 
are  the  least  likely  to  buckle-up.  This  is  particularly  true  for 
drinking  drivers. 

The  Highway  Patrol  Division  will  continue  to  strive  to  meet  the 
increasing  demands  placed  upon  us  and  will  continue  to  give  our 
best  service  to  the  citizens  of  Montana.  Your  support  for  the 
seat  belt  law  and  highway  safety  is  appreciated  by  every  officer 
of  the  Montana  Highway  Patrol. 

Sincerely, 


COLONEL  R.  W.  LANDON 
Chief  Administrator 
Montana  Highway  Patrol 


MONTANA'S  1987  TRAFFIC  TOLL 


234  FATALITIES 
8,442  INJURIES 
15,241  ACCIDENTS  REPORTED 
$150  MILLION  ECONOMIC  LOSS 


*  ONE  FATALITY  EVERY  37.4  HOURS 

*  ONE  INJURY  EVERY  62.3  MINUTES 

*  ONE  ACCIDENT  EVERY  34.5  MINUTES 

*  $411,000.00  LOSS  EVERY  DAY 


Up  5.4% 


"own  0.2% 


DAILY  TRAFFIC  ACCIDENT  TOLL 

... .42  accidents 
....23  injured  persons 

MORE  ACCIDENTS  OCCURRED 

....between  3  and  4  p.m.  than  any 
other  hour  of  the  day. 

....on  Friday  than  any  other  day 
of  the  week. 

....in  December  than  any  other 
month  of  the  year. 

MORE  FATAL  ACCIDENTS  OCCURRED 

....between  12:00  midnight  and  1  a.m. 
and  between  3  p.m.  and  4  p.m.  than 
any  other  time  of  day. 

....on  Saturday  than  any  other  day 
of  the  week. 

....in  August  than  any  other  month 
of  the  year. 


Down  11.5% 


Down  0.3% 


YEARLY  ANALYSIS  OF  ACCIDENT  REPORTS 

1  January  1987  -  31  December  1987 

Reportable  Accidents  Drivers  Involved: 

($400  damage  /  death  or  injury) 

Male  14,910 
Female  8,556 
Not  Stated      5 

Total        23,471 

Accidents  Investigated: 

Highway  Patrol    7,463 
Other  Agencies    7,778 


*##*****#«•*********##********#*******##******************#**###*##**# 


Interstate  Highway 

1,293 

U.S.  Highway 

3,694 

State  Highway 

4,854 

County  Roads 

2,244 

Local  Streets 

3,156 

Total 

15,241 

Deaths  Resulting 

234 

Injuries  (Non-fatal) 

8,442 

SUMMARY 

Month 

Accidents 

Fatal 

Deaths 

Non-Fatal 

Estimated 

Reported 

Accidents 

Injuries 

Economic  Loss 

Jan. 

1,332 

14 

21 

542 

$  11,438,700 

Feb. 

1,168 

10 

12 

501 

8,632,700 

Mar. 

1,246 

8 

9 

613 

8,660,200 

April 

1,031 

21 

28 

605 

14,075,200 

May 

1,201 

13 

14 

712 

11,229,600 

June 

1,338 

20 

21 

885 

15,522,000 

July 

1,439 

16 

18 

892 

13,720,400 

Aug. 

1,391 

24 

29 

930 

17,451,500 

Sept. 

1,206 

19 

19 

709 

12,253,400 

Oct. 

1,148 

19 

23 

732 

12,575,300 

Nov. 

1,311 

14 

15 

643 

10,543,400 

Dec. 

1,430 

20 

25 

678 

13,576,300 

15,241 

198 

234 

8,442 

$149,678,700 
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FATALITIES   BY   MONTH 
MONTANA 

Month   1978   1979   1980   1981   1982   1983   1984   1985  1986  1987  TOTAL 

Jan.      10     20     13     32     22     20     23      8  10  21  179 

Feb.      16     19     19     20      3     21     12      9  8  12  139** 

March     11     22     21     18     15     18     26     15  17  9  172 

April     28     19     26     23     26     16     17     10  10  28  203 

May       42     31     31     28     21     22     14     24  17  14  244 

June      28     38     41     27     23     26     17     32  34  21  287 

July      42     34     36     44     32     30     30     35  33  18  334 

Aug.      27     28     39     43     33     51     29     30  34  29  343* 

Sept.     31     36     23     21     24     35     21     22  9  19  241 

Oct.      13     34     24     31     20     15     24     12  24  23  220 

Nov.      16     28     29     31     22     21     20     12  17  15  211 

Dec.       7     23     23     20     13     11      5     14  9  25  150 

TOTALS   271    332    325    338    254    286    238    223  222  234  2,723*** 

*  Highest  month  over  10  year  period 
**  Lowest  month  over  10  year  period 
*  *  *  Total  persons  killed  over  10  year  period 
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FATALITIES 

AND 

DRINKING 

L987 

M 

0  N 

T  A 

N 

A 

DRIVERS 

PASSENGERS 

PEDESTRIANS 

BICYCLISTS 

TOTAL 

Month 

Killed 

HBD 

Killed 

HBD 

Kille 

sd 

HBD 

Killed 

HBD 

Killed 

HBD 

Jan. 

6 

3 

12 

5 

3 

0 

0 

0 

21 

8 

Feb. 

8 

2 

3 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

12 

2 

Mar. 

6 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

9 

5 

Apr. 

12 

9 

13 

9 

1 

1 

2 

0 

28 

19 

May 

10 

5 

3 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

14 

7 

June 

18 

9 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

21 

9 

July 

8 

7 

7 

1 

0 

0 

3 

0 

18 

8 

Aug. 

16 

10 

12 

5 

1 

0 

0 

0 

29 

15 

Sept. 

9 

5 

7 

1 

2 

2 

1 

0 

19 

8 

Oct. 

16 

9 

6 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

23 

11 

Nov. 

11 

6 

4 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15 

7 

Dec. 

12 

4 

9 

4 

4 

1 

0 

0 

25 

9 

TOTAL 


132 


72 


80 


30 


15 


234 


108 


HBD  -  had  been  drinking  (.05%  blood  alcohol  or  more) 

55%  of  drivers  killed  had  been  drinking 

38%  of  passengers  killed  had  been  drinking 

40%  of  pedestrians  killed  had  been  drinking 

46%  of  all  persons  killed  had  been  drinking 
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FATALITY     CALENDAR 

19  8  7 

MONTANA 


JANUARY 

,      £ 

H 

T 

W 

T 

F 

C 

7 

1 

* 

* 

* 

1 

* 

* 

2 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

2 

* 

1 

1 

* 

* 

3 

* 

3 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

Total  for  Month: 
Total  for  Year: 


21 

21 


FEBRUARY 

S 

M 

T 

w 

T 

F 

s 

+ 

* 

* 

* 

3 

* 

1 

1 

* 

* 

1 

* 

i 

+ 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

2 

* 

1 

2 

* 

* 

* 

* 

Total   for  Month:  12 

Total   for  Year:  33 


IIARCH 

S 

M 

T 

W 

T 

F 

c 

1 

* 

* 

. 

2 

* 

. 

* 

* 

* 

1 

* 

* 

i 

* 

1 

* 

* 

* 

i 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

2 

* 

* 

Total   for  Month: 
Total  for  Year: 


9 
42 


APRIL 

s 

M 

T 

W 

T 

F 

3 

2 

1 

* 

2 

* 

* 

* 

1 

* 

* 

4 

1 

2 

2 

* 

* 

* 

2 

* 

1 

3 

+ 

1 

2 

* 

* 

1 

2 

* 

1 

Total  for  Month : 
Total  for  Year: 


28 
70 


MAY 

s 

M 

T 

v. 

T 

F 

c 

1 

* 

* 

+ 

1 

* 

* 

* 

1 

i 

* 

1 

* 

+ 

1 

1 

* 

1 

2 

* 

* 

1 

* 

* 

* 

* 

1 

* 

1 

Total  for  Month: 
Total  for  Year: 


14 

84 


JUNE 

£ 

K 

T 

W 

T 

F 

. 

2 

1 

1 

2 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

1 

+ 

+ 

2 

. 

1 

* 

* 

1 

* 

1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Total   for  Month: 
Total   for  Year: 


21 
105 


JULY 

s 

M 

T 

w 

T 

F 

5 

* 

* 

1 

* 

1 

* 

1 

* 

* 

* 

1 

* 

* 

2 

1 

1 

2 

* 

* 

*■ 

* 

* 

• 

* 

* 

2 

1 

1 

* 

2  - 

2 

Total  for  Month: 
Total  for  Year: 


If 
123 


AUGUST 

S 

M 

T 

W 

T 

F 

S 

* 

* 

2 

4 

* 

* 

4 

1 

1 

* 

* 

2 

* 

* 

* 

4 

1 

1 

* 

* 

* 

2 

<1 

* 

* 

* 

1 

2 

Total  for  Month: 
Total  for  Year: 


29 
152 


SEPTEMBER 

c 

M 

T 

W 

T 

F 

C 

1 

1 

* 

2 

2 

2 

1 

* 

* 

1 

* 

2 

* 

* 

* 

+ 

* 

1 

1 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

3 

1 

1 

* 

* 

* 

Total  for  Month: 
Total  for  Year: 


19 

171 


OCTOBER 

5 

H 

T 

W 

T 

F 

S 

1, 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

»i 

* 

2 

* 

1 

* 

* 

• 

* 

2 

1 

± 

* 

1 

* 

4 

i 

* 

2 

* 

* 

* 

1 

* 

Total  for  Month: 
Total  for  Year: 


23 

194 


NOVEMBER 

s 

M 

T 

w 

T 

f 

s 

1 

1 

* 

* 

1 

* 

3 

* 

1 

i 

3 

* 

* 

♦ 

♦ 

* 

"i 

* 

* 

* 

1 

1 

* 

+ 

1 

* 

* 

* 

* 

+ 

Total  for  Month: 
Total  for  Year: 


15 
209 


DECEMBER 

s 

M 

T 

M 

T 

F 

3 

2 

1 

2 

* 

1 

2 

* 

* 

5 

* 

* 

* 

♦ 

3 

* 

* 

1 

i 

2 

2 

* 

* 

* 

2 

* 

* 

* 

* 

i 

* 

* 

Total    for  Month: 
Total  for  Year: 


25 
234 
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MONTANA 
1987  HOLIDAY  PERIODS 


Holiday 

Number 
of  Hours 

Patrol 
District 

Fatal 
Accidents 

Persons 
Killed 

Memorial  Day 
2  DEATHS 

78 

(I 
(II 
(III 
(IV 

1 
1 
0 
0 

1 
1 
0 
0 

Independence  Day 
2  DEATHS 


78 


(I 

1 

(II 

0 

(III 

0 

(IV 

1 

1 

0 
0 

1 


Labor  Day 
6  DEATHS 


78 


(I 

4 

(II 

0 

(III 

1 

(IV 

1 

4 
0 

1 
1 


Thanksgiving 
1  DEATH 


102 


(I 

1 

(II 

0 

(III 

0 

(IV 

0 

1 

0 
0 
0 


Christmas 
2  DEATHS 


102 


(I 

1 

(II 

0 

(III 

0 

(IV 

1 

1 

0 
0 

1 


New  Year' s 
1  DEATH 


102 


(I 

0 

(II 

0 

(III 

1 

(IV 

0 

0 
0 

1 

0 
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ANALYSIS  OF  LARGE  TRUCK/TRACTOR  TRAILER 
FATAL  ACCIDENTS  IN  MONTANA  IN  1987 


Fatal  truck  accidents  during  1987  claimed  the  lives  of  three 
truck  drivers,  twenty-one  drivers  or  passengers  in  other 
vehicles,  and  four  pedestrians.  Twenty-one  of  the  twenty- 
three  truck  accidents  involved  two  or  more  vehicles. 

Of  the  twenty-three  fatal  truck  accidents,  sixteen  involved 
commercial  interstate  carriers,  three  involved  logging 
trucks,  and  four  were  trucks  of  one  ton  capacity. 

Of  these  twenty-three  fatal  accidents,  six  truck  drivers  were 
in  violation  of  the  law.  These  included  two  violations 
involving  the  use  of  alcohol,  two  violations  for  speed  too 
fast  for  conditions,  one  failure  to  yield  the  right-of-way 
and  one  failure  to  signal  a  turning  movement.  Thirteen  truck 
accidents  were  caused  by  the  drivers  of  automobiles  while 
three  were  caused  by  pedestrians  who  failed  to  yield  the 
right-of-way  to  trucks. 

Nineteen  of  the  fatal  accidents  occurred  on  primary  highways 
of  Montana,  two  occurred  on  the  interstate  system  and  one 
each  on  a  county  road  and  city  street. 

Sixteen  of  the  accidents  occurred  during  daylight  hours,  one 
at  dusk,  and  six  during  the  hours  of  darkness. 

Since  1985  when  Montana  first  began  truck  inspections,  the 
number  of  commercial  vehicle  accidents  has  declined  from 
1,3^3  in  1985  to  1,808  in  1986  to  973  in  1987.  The  number  of 
fatal  accidents  has  declined  from  35  in  1985  to  33  in  1986  to 
33  in  1987.  It  appears  that  the  truck  inspection  program  is 
having  a  favorable  effect  on  reducing  accidents  along  with 
the  increased  interest  of  the  truck  drivers  and  also  the 
emphasis  that  is  placed  upon  safe  operations  by  the  various 
trucking  companies. 

It  appears  that  this  program  as  a  team  effort  is  working,  and 
the  indications  are  that  we  should  take  our  efforts  into  the 
future  and  cooperate  to  the  utmost  for  the  benefit  of  the 
motoring  public. 
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SECTION 

HOW^ 


THREE 


TYPE  OF  ACCIDENT 
(FIRST  HARMFUL  EVENT) 


NONCOLLISION 


«■ 

^ 

"^OgQgpf yJ(s 

Q&^Zcr^~?ir 

14.1% 
Overturning 
COLLISION  INVOLVING: 


1.4% 

Other  Noncollision 


1.1% 
Pedestrian 


52.% 
MV  in  Transport 


ten     -       * — C_,wj_/ 

L^ 

^■^"*«4|j[  ::;^y< 

^W 

\$lLm               pwj^,MB     *  v 

1% 

Railway  Train 


18.1% 
Fixed  Object 


.7% 
Miscellaneous 
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